Increased Cost of Business
(ICOB) Grant

As part of Budget 2024, the Government signed off on a package of €257m for the Increased
Cost of Business (ICOB) Grant as a vital measure for small and medium businesses. Galway
County Council, funded through Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (DETE),
will manage the rollout of the grant to qualifying businesses.

Eligible businesses will receive a once-off grant payment. The amount of the grant payable to
eligible businesses is based on the value of the Commercial Rates bill the business received
in 2023. However, it is not a Commercial Rates waiver and businesses should continue to pay
their Commercial Rates bill as normal.

What is the purpose of the grant?

The grant is available to qualifying businesses as a contribution towards the rising costs faced
by businesses. The grant is intended to aid businesses but is not intended to directly
compensate for all increases in wages, or other costs, for every business.

How much is the grant?

The grant is based on the value of the Commercial Rates bill received by an eligible business
in 2023.



For qualifying businesses with a 2023 Commercial Rate bill of <€10,000, the
ICOB grant will be paid at a rate of 50% of the business’s Commercial Rate
bill for 2023.

For qualifying businesses with a 2023 Commercial Rate bill of between
€10,000 and €30,000, the ICOB grant will be €5,000.

Businesses with a 2023 Commercial Rates bill greater than €30,000 are not
eligible to receive an ICOB grant.

What businesses are eligible to
receive the grant?

The following are the main qualifying criteria:

e Your business must be a commercially trading business currently operating from a
property that is commercially rateable.

e Your business must have been trading on 1st February 2024 and you must intend to
continue trading for at least three months from the date you verify your information.

e You must provide confirmation of your bank details.

e Your business must be rates compliant. Businesses in performing payment plans may
be deemed to be compliant.

e Your business must be tax compliant and must possess a valid Tax Registration
Number (TRN)

Please note that Galway County Council reserves the right to claw back any grant payment
which is later found to be incorrect. This includes any circumstances such as error by the
recipient business or the local authority making the payment, or where a business makes a
false declaration of eligibility.

How soon can businesses avail of the
grant?

An online system has been developed to manage the submission of essential information.
Information on how to access the system has already been provided to customers along with
their 2024 rates bill. Where you have not received this information or your 2024 rates bill
please contact your local Collector or e-mail rates@galwaycoco.ie



mailto:rates@galwaycoco.ie

What is the closing date?

The closing date for businesses to confirm eligibility and to upload verification details will be
Ist May 2024.

Where can I find out further
information?

Correspondence has been issued to rate payers containing log in details for making your
application online. The online portal is now open at www.icob.ie. Please see attached FAQs
in the 'Document Summary' section below.

If you have queries regarding your Commercial Rates account including outstanding
balances, please contact your local Collector whose contact details are available on your bill
or e-mail at. Our team are happy to discuss any balances outstanding on your rates and what
steps can be taken to ensure compliance with the scheme.

Deontas i leith an Chostais
Mhéadaithe Gné (CMG)

Mar chuid de Bhuiséad 2024, chuir an Rialtas a shéala le pacaiste €257m do Dheontas 1 leith
an Chostais Mhéadaithe Gné (CMG) mar bheart rithdbhachtach do ghnolachtai beaga agus
meanacha. Is i Comhairle Contae na Gaillimhe le maoiniti 6n Roinn Fiontar, Tradala agus
Fostaiochta (RFTF), a dhéanfaidh leithdhaileadh an deontais do ghnolachtai cailitheacha a
laimhsedil.

Gheobhaidh gnolachtai cailitheacha iocaiocht aon uaire. T4 méid an deontais is inioctha le
gnodlachtai cailitheacha bunaithe ar luach an bhille Réatai Trachtdla a fuair an gndlacht in
2023. Ni haon tarscaoileadh ar Ratai Trachtala €, afach, agus ba cheart go gcoinneodh
gnoélachtai orthu ag ioc an bhille Ratai Trachtala mar is gnach.

Cén cuspoir ata leis an deontas?

Ta an deontas ar fail do ghnolachtai cailitheacha mar chtinamh i bhfianaise na gcostas
méadaitheach atd os comhair gnolachtai. T4 an deontas ceaptha le cinamh a thabhairt do
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ghnolachtai ach nil sé ceaptha le gach aon ardu pa, n6 costais eile, a chuiteamh go direach
don uile gnoélacht.

Cé mhéad ata sa deontas?
Ta an deontas bunaithe ar luach an bhille Ratai Trachtala a fuair gnolacht inchailithe in 2023.

I gcas gnodlachtai cailitheacha a fuair bille Rata Trachtala ar luach <€10,000
in 2023, iocfar an deontas CMG ar rata 50% de bhille Rata Trachtala an
ghnolachta in 2023.

I gcas gnolachtai cailitheacha a fuair bille Rata Trachtala ar luach idir
€10,000 agus €30,000 in 2023, beidh luach €5,000 ag an deontas CMG.

Nil gnolachtai a bhfuil bille Rata Trachtala acu do 2023 ar m6 é na €30,000
inchailithe chun deontas CMG a fhail.

Cé hiad na gnolachtai ata inchailithe
leis an deontas a fthail?

Is iad seo a leanas na priomhchritéir chailitheacha:

e Nimoér go mbeadh do ghnolacht ag tradail ar bhonn trachtéla, 1 mbun gno6 faoi lathair
6 ionad réadmhaoine ata inrataithe ar bhonn trachtéla.

e Nimor go mbeadh do ghndlacht i mbun tradéala ar an 1 Feabhra 2024 agus ni mor go
mbeadh sé ar intinn agat coinnedil ort i mbun tradéla go ceann tri mhi ar a laghad 6n
data a dhearbhaionn ti do chuid faisnéise.

e Ni mor duit do chuid sonrai cuntais bainc a dheimhniu.

e Nimor go mbeadh do ghndlacht comhliontach ¢ thaobh ratai a ioc. D'théadfai go
measfar gnolachtai a bhfuil plean iocaiochta & fheidhmiu acu a bheith comhliontach.

e Ni mor go mbeadh do ghnolacht cain-chomhliontach agus ni mér Uimhir Chlarachain
Chanach (UCC) a bheith aige

Tabhair faoi deara le do thoil go bhforchoimeddann Combhairle Contae na Gaillimhe an ceart
chun aon iocaiocht deontais a tharraingt siar mas 1€ir nios déanai gur tugadh go micheart i.
Airitear leis seo aon chuinse ina ndearnadh earraid ar thaobh an ghnolachta de, a fuair i né an

.....

inchailithe.



Cé chombh luath agus is féidir le
onolachtai an deontas a fhail?

Ta coras ar line forbartha lena ndéanfar laimhseail ar an bhfaisnéis bhunriachtanach a
chuirfear isteach. T4 treoracha i leith rochtain ar an gcoras seo tugtha do chustaiméiri cheana
féin 1 dteannta lena mbille ratai 2024. Mas rud é nach bhfuair ti na treoracha seo na do bhille
ratai 2024 téigh i dteagmhail le do Bhailitheoir aititiil né cuir riomhphoist chuig
rates(@galwaycoco.ie

Cad ¢é an data deiridh?

Is ¢ an 1 Bealtaine 2024 an data deiridh faoinar féidir le gndlachtai a n-inchailitheacht a
dheimhnit agus a gcuid sonrai fioraithe a uaslodail.

Ca bhtuil tuilleadh eolais le fail?

Eisiodh comhfhreagras chuig iocoéiri ratai ina bhfuil sonrai logail isteach chun d’iarratas a
dhéanambh ar line. T4 an tairseach ar line ar oscailt anois ag www.icob.ie. Féach le do thoil na
Ceisteanna Coitianta faoi iamh sa mhir 'Achoimre ar Dhoiciméid' thios.

Ma ritheann aon cheist leat maidir le do chuntas Ratai Trachtéala lena n-airitear iarmhéideanna
amuigh, déan teagmhail, le do thoil, le do Bhailitheoir aititil a bhfuil a shonrai teagmhéla ar
fail ar do bhille no6 seol riomhphost chuig rates@galwaycoco.ie. Beidh ar bhfoireann sasta
aon iarmhéid amuigh ar do ratai a phlé leat agus na céimeanna ar féidir a ghlacadh chun
comhliontacht leis an scéim a chinntiti.
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